The George Sand-
impersonal, should abandon you instead of defending you.
Criticism is in a sad way; too much theory!

Don't be troubled by all that and keep straight on. Don't
attempt a system, obey your inspiration.

What fine weather, at least with us, and we are getting ready
for our Christmas festivals with the family at home. I told
Plauchut to try to carry you off; we are expecting him. If
you can't come with him, come at least for the Christmas Eve
revels and to escape from Paris on New Year's day; it is so
boring there then!

Lina charges me to say to you that you are authorized to
wear your wrapper and slippers continually. There are no
ladies, no strangers. In short you will make us very happy
and you have promised for a long time.

I embrace you and I am still more angry than you at these
attacks, but I am not overcome, and if I had you here we
should stimulate each other so well that you would start off
again at once on the other leg to write a new novel.

I embrace you.

Your old troubadour,

G. Sand

CXLL    To GUSTAVE FLAUBEET, IN PARIS

Nohant, 17 December, 1869

Plauchut writes us that you promise to come the 24th. Do
come the 23d in the evening, so as to be rested for the night
of the 24th to the 25th and join in our Christmas Eve revels.
Otherwise you will arrive from Paris tired and sleepy and our
follies will not amuse you. You are coming to the house of
children, I warn you, and as you are kind and affectionate,
you love children. Did Plauchut tell you to bring a wrapper
and slippers, for we do not want to sentence you to dressing
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